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Can learning contract support Self-directed learning?:
Attempt at Japanese class of second foreign language

Uchiyama Kiyonari

Ph.D. Student, Nagoya University, Japan

Abstract

In Taiwan’s universities, most Japanese as a foreign language
classes have over 50 students. In these Japanese language classes, there
are many students who have different university year levels, majors and
purposes for learning Japanese. Thus, for teachers, it is difficult to deal
with their students’ diversity as above by mass teaching style. In order to
solve this problem, we gave students opportunities to make learning
contract (LC) as an extracurricular activity so that they can achieve their
own goals. We had three research questions:(1)Can LC as an-extracurricular activity
deal with student diversity?(2)Can LC cultivate self-directed learning
(SDL)?(3)How can support from teachers affect students’ LC?

As a result, we found that (1) LC can deal with student diversity,
(2) making LC can make students’ learning processes visible and students
can have opportunities to cultivate SDL and (3)teachers’ support can
make students’ LC more clearly. However, we uncovered some problems
that still need to be solved, such as consultation times for making LC,
especially in big classes. We also have to consider the proper way of
giving feedback, and the limitations regarding the teachers’ abilities and

time.

Keywords: Higher education, second foreign language, learning contract,

self-directed learning, andragogy
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