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Differences in Learning Resource Use and Reasons of Use
between Before and After Participating in a Short-Term
Exchange Program:

With Ming Chuan University Exchange Students Research
Subjects

Hsu Meng-Ling
Associate Professor, Ming Chuan University, Taiwan
Yang Pei-Ling

Graduate Student, Ming Chuan University, Taiwan

Abstract

In order to explore the meaning of participating in a short-term
exchange program, it is important to study the environments where
exchange students learn during their short-term exchange period and
which learning resources they use due to what reasons.

The research subjects of this study were 8 Ming Chuan University
short-term exchange students. The learning resources were categorized
into-"human resources", "material resources", and "social information
resources". Then a questionnaire survey regarding the learning resources
used by these exchange students and their reasons of use before and after
they participated in a short-term exchange program.

According to the survey result, the students' use of the three types
of resources and their reasons of use had changed after participating in
an exchange program. Although the 8 learners were different in learning
resource use, there were a lot of similarities as well. After participating
in an exchange program, the scope of the learning resources they used
expanded from "in campus" to "off campus". And their reasons of use
changed from simply "learning Japanese", "chatting", etc. to reasons
with a specific purpose, such as "living", "hobby", "understanding the

Japanese people", etc.
Keywords: short-term exchange program, short-term exchange student,

learning resource use, reason of learning resource use,

questionnaire survey.
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