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Nouns that take the o-particle before omou and kangaeru:
Toward a description for Japanese language learners

Kung Po-Rong
Ph.D Candidate, Nagoya University, Japan

Abstract

In current Japanese language education, the synonymous verbs omou
and kangaeru ("to think") are taught as taking the quotative fo-particle.
However, the concurrence of nouns taking the direct object o-particle for
both verbs has not been thoroughly investigated. Previous literature
examines nouns that take the o-particle, however, the vague descriptions
do not expressly list what kind of nouns are taken by the two verbs. Thus,
this paper selects nouns taking the o-particle before omou and kangaeru
in the "NINJAL-LWP for BCCWIJ" corpus, classifies them by meaning
using the "Thesaurus of Japanese (revised version)" and then
characterizes the noun types. Next, the meaning of the nouns that can be
marked with the o-particle concurrently for omou and kangaeru is
examined; a step rarely referenced in previous studies. Finally, possible
description methods for the cases in which the two verbs take the o-
particle are discussed from the perspective of "description for second

language learners," based on the results of the analysis.

Keywords: omou, kangaeru, o-particle marked nouns, description for

language learners, corpus
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