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Representations of the Displaced in Akou, North Sakhalin
under the Japanese “Protective Occupation” :
The Significance of the Imperial Period in Ooshika Taku’s
Yogiri

Liu Shu-Ju

Adjunct Assistant Professor, National Ilan University, Taiwan

Abstract

Focusing on Ooshika Taku’s Karahuto novel Yogiri (Night Fog), this paper
examines representations of those displaced by Japanese imperialism, considers
the significance of the period the novel was written, and analyzes some literary
qualities of Ooshika’s writing. The paper argues that the main ambition of Yogiri,
a story told against the backdrop of troops dispatched to Siberia during the Second
Sino-Japanese War, is to convey a sense of war-weariness. In the process of doing
this, Ooshika uses the city (in its geopolitical sense) as a means to trace how labor,
technology, and capital flow across nations and borders under the political,
economic, and multiethnic landscape of modern imperialism. The author outlines
the wartime experiences of people who leave their homes, those who are displaced
from their homes, and those whose communal fate is to live in cities-full.of
frivolous images. Nevertheless, the author shows no real concern for subalterns
while at the same time overlooking the fact that Japan’s sending of troops to
Siberia was obviously a military invasion. The gender, racial, and class oppression
of the Russians is another clearly stated position in the novel.

Most of Ooshika’s prewar novels were deeply concerned with problems
Japanese people faced while adapting to living abroad, and how through that
process they came to think about and respond to Japanese policies. At the same
time, the author invariably writes from the perspective of the male Japanese
subject, which leads to a fundamental skepticism about any humanitarian claims
and makes it necessary to view these novels as having a racist framework. In this
sense, Yogiri can be seen as an extension of his previous work. Also, the novel
was written during a period in which speech was proscribed and Japan was isolated
from the international community. Consequently, aspects of the text such as its
topic, structure, prose, and its insular view of Japanese foreign aggression link
the novel not only to the history of the “Japanese spirit” during the Fifteen-Year
War, but also fully reflect the international difficulties Japan faced at the time.
Writing about the Japanese invasion of Siberia was considered especially taboo,
which meant that Yogiri received no attention from the Japanese literary world
before and even after the war. The problems of war and human displacement have
not disappeared, and as the paper points out, the message of war-weariness in
Yogiri is still relevant today and worthy of our attention.

Keywords: North Sakhalin , Displacement, Yogiri, Siberian invasion, Sino-
Japanese War
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A Discussion on the Educational Tendency and Issues about
“Japanese Cultures” Courses in Taiwan: Looking for the
Link among Japanese Education, Japanese Research, and

General Education

Lo Su-Chuan

Associate Professor, China University of Technology, Taiwan

Abstract

The present study aims to discuss the educational tendency about
“Japanese cultures” courses in Taiwan and therefore seeks the link
among Japanese education, Japanese research, and general education, in
order to elaborate future educational issues on “Japanese cultures”
courses.

It is found that before 2000, the Japanese education in Taiwan
followed the development of the Japanese education in Japan. However,
after 2000, in order to seek appropriate education echoing with the new
age, Taiwan and Japan, faced with mutual globalization, respectively
developed their own strategies. From 1995, Ministry of Education
activated programs on general education to enhance the quality of
general education. Based on the four-time practice of the course design
according to the programs, it is proved that multiple course designs can
stimulate deeper learning and urge the development of “Japanese
cultures” education. Since Japanese education, Japanese research, and
general education are mutually complementary, how to cleverly integrate
the knowledge in these three fields will be a new and important
educational issue in the future.

Key words: knowledge integration, Japanese cultures, general

education, Japanese education, Japanese research
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