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Fostering critical literacy in writing Japanese as a foreign
language in Taiwanese classrooms:

Taiwan's social phenomenon as a subject

Lo, Hsiao-Chin

Associate Professor, Ming Chuan University, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper addresses a common problem in the instruction of essay
writing in the context of teaching Taiwanese students Japanese-namely, a
lack of peer review. In addressing this problem, one must reflect on the
degree of critical literacy in Japanese that one seeks to promote. For
example, what does society demand of Taiwanese students’
Japanese-language proficiency, and how can educators prepare their
students accordingly? Preparing foreign-language students to meet
current linguistic demands requires fostering creativity, an independence
of mind, and peer interaction-qualities that comprise critical literacy.
Furthermore, applying a “problem-posing” teaching approach is key to
helping one’s students achieve such literacy. Hence, how to introduce
specific “problem-posing” methods-described in-depth herein-to
classroom instruction of Japanese in the context of essay-writing is the

focus of this paper.

Keywords: critical literary, problem-posing, teaching practice research
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