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Reflexive construction of Japanese and its positioning

Wang, Shu-Chin

Associate Professor, Chengchi University, Taiwan

Abstract

While it has been pointed out that there is reflexive construction in
Japanese, there is also a claim that it is not necessary to establish
reflexive construction of Japanese. Also, the definitions of reflexive
construction of Japanese are inconsistent in the former studies.

In this paper, we defined the possessive relationship between “ga”
noun phrase and “wo” noun phrase of typical reflexive construction, that
is, with the feature [+ human] of “ga” noun phrase. In addition, there are
sentences thought to be extended from typical reflexive construction
among sentences with the feature [- human] of “ga” noun phrase. We
examined how the concept of possession changes in these extended
sentences. There are studies broadly define reflexive constriction,
including "quasi-transitive sentence™ and "intermediate causative
sentence"” in reflexive constriction. In this paper, we distinguished
reflexive construction from those sentences by the semantic role of “ga”
noun phrase and the possessive relation between “ga” noun phrase and
“wo0” noun phrase. Through these discussions, the definition of reflexive
construction of Japanese was clarified and it was argued that reflexive

construction of Japanese should be given as a syntactic construction.
Keywords: reflexive construction, the hierarchy of possession, extended

reflexive construction, quasi-transitive sentence, intermediate

causative sentence
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