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Exploring assertions sentences’ ending in the Japanese
opinion essays:
Comparison between Japanese learners in Taiwan and native

Japanese

Homma Miho

Assistant Professor, Ming Chuan University, Taiwan

Abstract

The “Assertions” in this research means those contents of person’s
own opinions for related topics. It is indispensable for Opinion Essays.
The comparative analysis of Japanese Opinion Essays written by native
Japanese and the Intermediate and Advanced level Japanese learners in
Taiwan were conducted. Features and usage of “Assertions” sentence
ending by intermediate and advanced Japanese learners were analyzed.
Followings are the results:

1. Both level learners tend to use “omou” to express opinions.

2. Intermediate learners exhibit low level of applying Modality.
“hougaii” and “bekida” are commonly used when trying to
express opinions.

3. Advanced learners show better usage of Modality than
intermediate level. But when compared to native Japanese, they
still can’t skillfully utilize the common “darou” and “noda”.

4. Comparing to Japanese learners in Taiwan, native Japanese show
more diversifications of applying Opinion Verbs and Modality.

And they use “kangaeru” and “darou” more often.

Keywords: Opinion Essays, Assertions, Opinion Verbs, Modality,

Taiwanese Learners
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