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Inference and conjunction “Tonaruto”

Liu, Yi-Ling

Associate Professor, Soochow University, Taiwan

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to clarify the usage of conjunction
“Tonaruto”, which is a conjunction representing the existence of the
inferential relationship between the sentences. This study focuses on its
inferential function to perform analysis, and the results are, as follows:

a. The first and second sentences are both declarative sentences.

b. During the use of conjunction “Tonaruto”, a speaker will use “new
information” as the inferential basis, and holds an attitude of
affirmation and acceptance towards this “new information.”

c. The use of conjunction “Tonaruto” shows that a speaker does not
have prejudice for the conclusion, and implies that this conclusion
should be affirmed and accepted.

The analysis results show that: the clarification of the usage of

conjunction “Tonaruto” separates the differences between it and
conjunctions “dakara” and “(da)tosuruto”, and explains the differences

between the use and non-use of conjunction “Tonaruto”.

Keywords: inference, “dakara”, “(da)tosuruto”, cohesion, communicative

function
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