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Using to learn, learning to use: A practical approach to
advanced Japanese studies as the relevance of the Capstone

Program

Lo, Hsiao-Chin

Associate Professor, Ming Chuan University, Taiwan

Abstract

Higher education should prepare students for the realities of the
marketplace in an increasingly globalized world. Being prepared for that
world requires that one be linguistically and culturally fluent enough to
function in foreign countries and cultures. But acquiring that fluency
isn’t merely a matter of rote memorization or other formulaic approaches
to learning that, historically, have largely defined foreign language
studies at the university level in Taiwan. In the case of studying
Japanese as a foreign language, the elements of collaboration,
interaction and the practical use of language in everyday scenarios are
figuring more prominently than ever in Japanese language studies
classrooms in Taiwan, especially at the advanced university level. The
“Three By Three Plus Three” approach to teaching foreign languages
crystallizes such elements, while the Capstone Program offers a
step-by-step method to incorporate them into an advanced Japanese
studies curriculum. The purpose of this paper is to document the
effectiveness of using the Capstone Program in the classroom, with a
focus on teaching real-world collaboration and communication skills in

Japanese that could be used in a common workplace context.

Keywords: Collaboration, Three By Three Plus Three, Capstone Program
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