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Abstract

The purpose in this paper is to analyze 8 famous Taiwanese and
Japanese TV program hosts who are good at making humors while they
are performing interviews or talking with their guests on the variety TV
programs. The outcome could be applied to instructions about oral
expression. The findings are as follows: (1) The humorous utterances can
be classified into “shocking description, foolish talk, sudden expression,
wordplay, self-deprecating, ridicule, unreasonable suggestion, story
description, imitation, false declaration” with total of 10 types.(2)
Although each of the hosts has his own feature, from the viewpoint of
contrastive analysis, “shocking description, sudden expression, ridicule”
occurred more frequently both in the humorous utterances of Japanese
and Taiwanese. Nevertheless, in Taiwanese humorous utterances also
could be found many “foolish talks and wordplays”. Besides, “imitation”
seldom occurred in Taiwan side, while “wordplay” seldom occurred in
Japanese side.(3)Humorous utterances are always made from (D) The
relationship between listener and speaker; (@) Listener’s appearance,
recent news, future plans;(@ Hobbies about listener, listener’s family and
friends; the relation, shift, contradiction which were mentioned above.
(4)wit, technique, and action are the 3 essential factors in the structure

of making humors.

Keywords: humorous utterance, smooth communication, personality,

conversation analysis, contrastive analysis
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