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Development and evaluation of 'Japanese collocation

learning support system' based on Google n-gram corpus

Shih, Lieh-Ting

Associate Professor, Kainan University, Taiwan

Abstract

In the case of Japanese learning, a great amount of word acquisition
is indispensable. However, there is no sufficient time given to vocabulary
teaching in today's curriculum. It is difficult to carry out appropriate word
teaching in class. Therefore, the type of learning outside of the time of
instruction becomes an option. In view of this type of study, some
scholars have proposed the use of "basic vocabulary" to assist learners to
learn autonomously, but whether or not learning with or without the
guidance of a teacher, how to make students increase the number of
vocabulary and keep the studied vocabulary in memory at the same time,
is still a great challenge.

Anesaki (2006) has pointed out that the use of collocation is the most
efficient to improve the ability of students to use vocabulary. It is because
learning through high frequency word in corpus facilitates the acquisition
of lexical blocks, therefore it makes words easy to remember. However,
in Taiwan, there is only a small number of studies on Japanese collocation
study.

Therefore, this study will focus on improving the vocabulary
utilization ability of Taiwanese learners, and put forward the research and
development of Japanese language learning system based on Google n-
gram corpus for the more efficient method of learning with vocabulary.
It is hoped that the system will provide learners with related collocation

information, and to strengthen students' ability on word usage.

Keywords: CALL, Collocation, Corpus, N-gram
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