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How Do Japanese Learners of Chinese Native Speakers Use
Quantifier “One”: Focusing on the Different Use of

Quantitative Expression between Japanese and Chinese

Chen, Yen—Ju

Assistant professor, Providence University, Taiwan

Abstract

This study focuses on how Japanese learners of Chinese native
speakers used “one” in Japanese. By analyzing a learner database called
I-JAS, the conclusions are as follows. First, learners use
“quantifiertnoun(QN)” type more than “noun+quantifier(NQ)” type,
which is the same with the basic form of Chinese. Second, “the misuse of
quantity words”, “the confusion of the basic form”, “the excessive use”
were observed. It is thought that the misuse of “tsu” and excessive use
when introducing an old information are caused by Chinese. As Japanese
level of learner rises, the error rate falls, but the type of errors are
different. Third, Japanese native speakers used more NQ type. When
learners, regardless of their level, used QN type more. The percentage
of using “one” is higher in Japanese corpus. However, learners’
percentage of using “1Q @ NC” is higher than Japanese native

speakers’.
Keywords: Japanese learners of Chinese native speakers,

quantifier “one”, learner corpus, contrastive studies

of Chinese and Japanese, language transfer
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