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Reading Yoko Tawada's “Chikyu ni chribamerarete” from
the Perspective of Ecofeminism in the Global Era,:
Concerning to the Reality of Japan's Disappearance

Tseng, Chiu-Kuei

Professor, Department of Japanese, Tamkang University

Abstract

Yoko Tawada has gained more and more attention from around the world
since “The Emissary” was awarded the Japan Foundation Award 2018 and
the US National Book Award in November of the same year.

The intention of drawing a global era can be read from the wording,
the setting of the place, and the issues of humans and the environment in
“Chikyu ni chribamerarete”, which were published after the “The
Emissary”. However, rather than actively participating in the global
society, Japan has disappeared in this novel. Therefore, in this paper, we
will focuse on the disappearance of Japan in the global era, and from the
perspective of ecofeminism in the global era, we will try to get the
meaning of “Chikyu ni chribamerarete” and explored the true meaning of
Japan's disappearance.

As a result of the discussion, it can be said that the disappearance of
Japan due to the double tragedy of the nuclear power plant effects and the
effects of global warming is a warning ring to the nuclear technology that
was developed strictly. In the “The Emissary”, the Japanese community
that was affected by the nuclear accident was drawn from the inside,
whereas “Chikyu ni chribamerarete” that drawn the disappearing Japanese
community from the outside is appropriate for the global era. It can be
said that this novel is a literary work drawn from a new perspective that
delves deeper.

Keywords: global era, ecofeminism, “The Emissary”,

“Chikyu ni chribamerarete”, disappearance of Japan
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