—"e‘rﬂiéﬁ“’ P dv 2 B s
(B2 FTF) #H

lf—

=
R

EEE EES AR EE L

DEME SR HP AT FREE RAL

# &

XFOERA LR AP AT L F o @ AT IEE T AFAE I

£
B LESFATGHEFHP Ay BB T -

ER Bt o p 90 & %5 L 4
Ae L e H 2 pode (Bt x4 ) ¢RI

=

|4

BED) W HAE el

<

P EME(BHZRE) PR
,‘31‘#?’7{3? S
e RN Y TR
2§ P R R % P

‘%?<ﬂ$4&éﬁ94w>éﬁ
B

_‘r&

¥g

e

El

PAEANEHEER ] RE

T L A

BAEELR Rl (B ET

s —

J,,, T 5T
REFR 2
‘;,(i:’ ,

I

BRI

215

W E R

= R
1

WP EMahiERY EET LR

THEE A RS e

(R F) & (=
F3E) 5 (1Q84) ¢ sl 0 (T RFF) DR o m I mE D E (b
fodr k&

A ek (R G AT AP Y 2 s (b2
L EFTHECFLE TR
HPEMbErEh R o jzp &5

2ETF)
NI 1t

Ll TR T

AP X PR EY B L2

p
Er MY KRR IY SR
EAR TR LR A E 2

B R B Ao F

B UM R BN AR R
PP .

B - B AT

o)
>‘_

TE Y E AT S

S fegrsl L wmE H

L2 p #2019 & 08 *
WP #2019 & 11 %

W~
O

e

21 p
15 p



Comprehending of Classical Japanese Literature in Haruki
Murakami’s Creative Writings: Analysis of Short Story “An
Independent Organ”

Tsai, Pei-Ching

Associate Professor, Department of Japanese, Tamkang University

Abstract

This thesis probes how classical Japanese literature was invoked in
“An Independent Organ,” a short story in Haruki Murakami’s collection,
Men Without Women. Furthermore, it will analyze how Murakami
understands and digests the essence of classical Japanese literature in his
work. Murakami has claimed, frequently, that he is not interested in
Japanese literature. In his earlier works, world famous literature is often
referenced. However, it is seldom that he would refer to any Japanese
literature or traditional Japanese culture.

The rare use of classical Japanese ‘literature in Murakami’s early
works seems to be an extension of his rebellious adolescence. His
parents were both teachers of Japanese literature and forced him to study
classical Japanese literature when he was young. Nevertheless, it is not
until the late 1990s that readers first start to see the beauty of Japanese
literature appearing in his published works.

The publication of the short story “An Independent Organ” is a
milestone of Murakami’s internalization of classical Japanese literature.
This short story employs a writing method named “Setsuwa,” which is a
narrative literature that was once popular in Japan’s middle ages.
Setsuwa is mainly used to write legendary stories derived from an oral
storytelling tradition. Using easy to understand language, Murakami
cleverly blended Waka poet Fujiwara no Atsutada’s alienated poem and
anecdote into the love story of his main character, Dr. Tokai, creating an
atmosphere of classical Japanese literature that permeates the romance of
modern men and women. As Haruki Murakami himself said in the preface
of Men Without Women, he is fond of experimenting various creative
techniques and styles in short novels. The narrative technique of
classical Japanese literature adapted in “An Independent Organs” is
surely a new achievement in the way Murakami writes short stories.

Keywords : Men Without Women, Fujiwara no Atsutada, Waka, Setsuwa
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