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A Study on the Usage of the RU-Form in Novels
from the Perspective of Context

Wang, Shih-Ho

Professor, Department of Japanese Language and Culture,

Soochow University, Taiwan

Abstract

Novels often revolve around things that had happened in the past, with

sentences usually written in past tense ended in the “TA-form”. Yet, there

are also sentences in the “RU-form”. Japanese learners are often confused

about this issue. This study explored the usage of the “RU-form” in novels

and the reasons from the perspectives of sentence endings and article

structures, to hopefully provide relevant suggestions for Japanese

education practices. The main findings are summarized below:

a.

When describing a regular phenomenon, a repeated behavior, an
environment, a background, or a condition, it is common to use
sentences in the RU-form mostly with endings such as TEIRU, I, and
DA.

When describing thoughts in one’s mind, the RU-form is liked to be
adopted. The possibility to adopt the RU-form is higher for sentences
with high subordination.

Sentences with “SHITA” used in a novel are often related to the main
context of the novel, describing consecutive actions. These sentences
usually are not ended in the RU-form.

However, if there are sentences in the TA-form in the following

context, sentences ended in the RU-form may also be used.

Keywords: non-past tense, historical present, novel, syntactic structure,

context
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