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A study on the” Hanalei Bay”of Haruki Murakami:

The symbolism of mother and son relationship

Yang, Hsiu-Mei
Associate Professor, Department of Applied japanese, Southern Taiwan

University of Science and Technology, Taiwan

Abstract

"Hanalei Bay" , published by Shincho in its 2005 Aprils edition, was
the 2nd article included in Shinchos 2005 Septembers Short Story
Collection "Five Strange Tales from Tokyo".A Japanese policeman
Sakata and one American ex-Navy officer appeared in the story.
Sakatas uncle who died in Europe during World War II was also
mentioned.l believes that these characters and events are not random but
significant in this story.Therefore, this article focusing on Hawaii, the
stage of the story and based on its historical background of Japan and
Hawaii, attempts to understand the hidden social and cultural symbolism
through the mother and son relationship, the main theme in "Hanalei
Bay".The conclusion is that Haruki Murakami intends to draw the
readers’ attention to the tie of the nation and the gradually forgotten
people through this mother and son relationship — fate that is
indescribable. Judging from this, "Hanalei Bay" is no doubt the

representation of social responsibility in Haruki Murakami’s work.

Keywords: Hanalei Bay, Hawaii, Japanese descent, The United States,

Mother-child relationship
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