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The Female Subject in Haruki Murakami's Fiction:

Centering on the Image of the Wife

Wang,Chia-Lin

Associate Professor, Department of Japanese, Tamkang University

Abstract

In the works of Haruki Murakami, female characters often disappear
and are often criticized as feminist. This thesis begins with a group of
Murakami's early and mid-career works on "female narratives", and then
re-examines the female image in Murakami's works, centering the image
of his wife as the topic.

As a result, in the short stories "The Man in the Taxi" (1984) and "
Lederhosen' (1985), the portrayal of divorced women reveals the
awakening of female self-consciousness from the body. At the same time,
it also explores the new image of the family after the deconstruction of
the traditional family. This shows Murakami's observation and

contemplation of women's situation in the 1980s.

Keywords: Haruki Murakami,female image,female subject, female

narratives,1980
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