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The Narrator’s “Memory” in Haruki Murakami’s “First

Person Singular” : Centering on the connection between the

short stories

Yeh, Ling

Associate Professor, Tamkang University

Abstract

Haruki Murakami's "First Person Singular" is a collection of eight
short stories. Three of the stories were published in "Bungakukai" under
the title "Three Short Stories," and the common thread of "death" stands
out. On the other hand, the four stories with the title "A Series of Short
Stories in the First Person Singular" share the same relationship between
memory and one's inner self.

Through the quantitative text analysis, " The Yakult Swallows Poetry

"

Collection " emerged as a heterogeneous piece in "First Person Singular.

The "Haruki Murakami" specified in " The Yakult Swallows Poetry

Collection " is a "specific theme" that can give coherence and connection
to each short story as a symbol, and it can be considered as a device to
consolidate the multiple narrators in each short story into a "singular"
number. The "first person" in "First Person Singular" can be thought of

as a narrator who passes on "memories" that can be handed down beyond

the level of the individual.

Keywords: Memory, narrator, association, first person, metric text

analysis
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