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Self-Directed Learning through Text Mining:
Considerations from the Practice of Teaching ""Japanese in
Anime and Manga

Hsu Chun-jui

Associate Professor, Ming Chuan University, Taiwan

Abstract

It is well established that the preference for Japanese anime and
manga is an opportunity to influence Japanese language learning.
However, for learners who specialize in Japanese, the association between
anime and spontaneous learning behavior has not been clearly identified
yet. In this paper, we focus on the strong motivation of learners in the
"Anime and Manga Japanese" course and use the course design to guide
students to engage in self-directed learning. The free responses of the
learners at the beginning and the end of the course are analyzed in text
mining to visualize the actual situation of self-directed learning.

Through text mining, this thesis presents the following findings.
First, the personalization of learning behaviors can be observed. From the
actual and specific goals and behavioral settings of Japanese language
learning to the interpretation, understanding, and exploration of the works,
the textual investigation proved the existence of individualized thinking.
Next, we used examples of learners' responses and found that learners
considered how they would use Japanese anime and manga in the future,
and that the course reaffirmed the opportunity to learn Japanese in the

first place.

Keywords: Japanese in anime and manga, Text mining, self-directed

learning, visualization
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