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How to Gain a Deeper Understanding of the Auxiliary Verb
"rasii"": A Corpus-Based Analysis of Taiwanese JFL

Learners

Liu, Yi-Ling

Professor, Soochow University

Abstract

Analysis of learner corpus can help teachers reflect on their teaching
and have a clearer idea of the problems students face. In this paper, we
used the data of the learner corpus "I-JAS"™ to examine Taiwanese JFL
learners' actual use of "rasii” and analyze the causes of their learning
difficulties. The analysis revealed the following: 1) Taiwanese learners
tend to use "youda" or "mitaida" when they should use "rasii"; 2)
Taiwanese learners tend to treat information that is difficult for native
Japanese speakers to treat as certain facts; 3) Taiwanese learners tend to
use "souda" rather than "rasii” when expressing hearsay. To solve the
aforementioned problems, we proposed some teaching suggestions based

on the learner corpus.

Keywords: Japanese learner, corpus, auxiliary verb, inference, hearsay
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