Wt R () ot B
—4 IR —

1 £ 7%
KL~ Bp AF2F R R

HEFEA(E) 1989 F R~ e bmp R F(RMRAL)? -
AR T RARHIFMAF I ARES-AFEIR o TRAELRNE - TR
PR - EFFARORELIFORT AL FFY S FENHG
1 d e AR R A B 2 AT R A AR S S
PR P FALFDEE o Ay L gk s S0 (S
myé&Mi;‘Agma@ﬁaa%dﬁmﬂﬂw;ﬁy&’%gﬁ@
RNt By % T L ATRALL &P R IR

T REEF AANITEY BES LY AR RS R Ao
WHED A A (E )y 2R A ) BB DRRREA % o 7
fr 22 iF A R S A R e PR B TR T B PR
KERSA P L~ pd BhFIE - SRehA AWM R AR —
HAH 2 L p o G LBEARDAN A TR R

AR R AL SR P it e E A

Mgt L F A A () A bR 23R

XIEpH -2023F32 100P
WP P 202358 260
DOI : 10.29758/ TWRYJYSB.202306_(40).0006

150



Exploring the Female Image in Haruki Murakami's "Sleep":

Women's Loneliness

Wang, Chia-Lin

Associate Professor, Department of Japanese, Tamkang University

Abstract

Haruki Murakami's "Sleep" was written in 1989 and included in the
short story collection TV People(1990). This novel is one of the few in
which Haruki Murakami writes in the female narrator form, which shows
its importance. "Sleep" is a story about a woman who hasn't slept in 17
days. Most previous studies have focused on the protagonist's girlishness.
However, such a discussion is based on the recent trend of female fiction
and lacks in-depth discussion of the content of the novel. This thesis
divides the narrative of the protagonist into two stages: girl (daughter)
and married (wife and mother), and through these two stages, it presents
a complete picture of female image in each period and re-examines the
self-representation of the protagonist.

The result of this study shows that the relationship between mother
and daughter and the estrangement between family members in this work
portrays the image of lonely women in the two stages of girlhood
(daughter) and marriage (wife, mother). Unlike the awakening of women
in modern women's fiction, the work shows women's mastery of
autonomy and freedom through the movement of cars. This female
subjectivity is derived from insomnia-mental and physical pathologies,
albeit in a specific form and the subject of the female subject depicted in
the work laid the foundation for Murakami's future writing on women.
Keywords : Haruki Murakami, female image, "Sleep", Women's

loneliness, female narratives
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