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"Tianjin" in " Tenchikaipyakuiraiteioki ":

Relationship with the Myth of Kuni-umi

Li, Yu-Jiuan
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese as a Second Language,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The Dunhuang Manuscript "Tenchikaipyakuiraiteioki" are small-scale
books with only one volume, which contain folklore mixed with Buddhist
legends, imperial records, and myths during the Southern and Northern
Dynasties, as well as the origin of things. The old manuscript mentioned
that the creation myth of Fuxi and Nuwa recorded in this book is very
similar to the myth of Kuni-umi, but did not further investigate the
relationship between the two. Because there is no way to explore the
relationship between the two in depth, except for the conclusion that the
national mythology was influenced by the "Tenchikaipyakuiraiteioki", so
no investigation was carried out.

However, using the murals and stone portraits of the Han Dynasty as

clues recently, the author has grasped the prototype of the "Tianjin" that

appeared in " Tenchikaipyakuiraiteioki " and the myth of Kuni-umi, and
finally made new progress in a situation that could not be explored in
depth. Therefore, this thesis will take the perspective of East Asian
mythology and inheritance, and focus on the "Tenjin" in
"Tenchikaipyakuiraiteioki" as the center to investigate the prototype of

the myth of Kuni-umi "Tenjin".

Keywords: Fuxi, Nuwa, Taiyi, Tenjin, "Tenchikaipyakuiraiteioki"
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