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The Relationship between First and Second Person
Pronouns and the External Characteristics of Male

Characters

Atobe Chiemi

Assistant Professor, Foreign Language Center, Feng Chia

University

Abstract

This paper uses data from the official setting collection of a
female-oriented smartphone game to analyze the use of first and
second person pronouns by 173 male characters in terms of age,
height, and external characteristics.

The results for age, height, and first person pronouns
supported previous studies. On the other hand, second person
pronouns showed almost no relationship with age.

The 10 external characteristics were examined. The results
revealed the following four points. (1) Many characters used
"Ore" in the following six traitsa: (O muscular, @ strong, @
handsome, @ facial scar, and @ mustache; (2) many characters
used "Boku" in the traits of ® beautiful and @ feminine; (3) the
usage of the trait & cute differed depending on the first person
pronouns; (4) no bias was found in the traits of @ slender and
glasses.

In addition, it was shown that "Ore" and "Boku" can be
explained more comprehensively by setting "Boku" as

subordinate and "Ore" as nonsubordinate (rebellious/dominant).

Keywords: Male First Person Pronouns, Second Person Pronouns,

External Characteristics, Ore, Boku
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