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A Study about The Use of 3rd Person Pronoun in
Conversation : Analyze The Difference between The
Japanese Native Speaker and The Japanese Learner of

Chinese Native Speaker from The Type of Referents

Chen, Yen-Ju
Assistant Professor, Department of Japanese Language and Literature,

Providence University

Abstract

As for this study, a conversation investigated Japanese native
speakers and Japanese learners of Chinese native speakers based on the
difference of 3rd person pronoun in both languages. The conclusion is as
follow. Both Japanese native speakers and Japanese learners were not
only using the 3rd person pronoun for the people whom they knew, but
also for someone they did not know. In addition, the percentage was high
if the gender information was introduced before the use of 3rd person
pronoun. On the other hand, the Japanese native speakers had few uses of
the 3rd person pronoun for the teacher of the speaker, and the use for the
teacher of the listener was not observed. In contrast, Japanese learners
not only used 3rd person pronoun for their teacher more than 20 percent,
but also used 3rd person pronoun for the teacher of listener. That means,
as to the type of referents, Japanese learners were different form the
Japanese native speakers. It might be influenced by the use of Chinese.
Furthermore, the Japanese learners gradually approached Japanese native

speakers as ability for Japanese improved.

Keywords : The 3rd Person Pronoun, Japanese Native Speakers, Japanese
Learners of Chinese Native Speakers, Conversation
Investigation, The Type of Referents
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