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Looking at the naming culture of Taiwan and Japan
through name changes

Lai, Jiin-Chiueh
Professor, Department of Japanese Language and Culture,

Soochow University

Abstract

A name is a mark of distinction and self-identity. In Japan and
Taiwan, parents have the legal right to name their children. However,
Japan has the history of changing Ainu names into Yamato names, while
Taiwan has the history of the Japanese colonial government changing
Taiwanese names into Japanese names and the Komintang government
changing aboriginal names into Chinese names. Now, in Japan, there are
examples of children being hurt by "Akuma"or"Oozisama". In Taiwan,
some girls were named "TsioTi ","HOA","TsiokA"and"BianA".Today,
people in Japan and Taiwan have the opportunity to change their names.
However, as in the case of the "Salmon chaos", some of people in Taiwan
have abused the name-change law out of greed by changing their names
to fit in with the promotional activities of the catering industry. Thinking
about naming from the perspective of comparative culture between
Taiwan and Japan in Japanese language education activities can deepen
students' understanding of Japanese culture. In this paper, from the
perspective of comparative culture between Taiwan and Japan, I explore
the naming customs, the regulations of name changing, the status of name

changes in Taiwan and Japan.

Keywords: Naming Culture, Name Change, Salmon chaos, Taiwan-Japan

Comparative Culture, Japanese Language Education.
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