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Japanese nuclear power plant literature read from
eco-criticism:At the center of "Tonari no fusha" and "Fushi
no shima" which is bordering on 3 * 11

Tseng Chiu-kuei

Professor, Department of Japanese, Tamkang University

Abstract

By 3 - 11 (abbreviated name of the Great East Japan Earthquake
which happened in the Japanese Tohoku district at 14:46 on March 11,
2011), the "safety myth" of a nuclear power plant collapses completely
and people asks for new Paradigm in ecology, environment and various
domains. The nuclear power plant literary works which have created the
"nuclear power plant” to the literary theme is also often seen in such
opportunity.

In this paper, "Fushi no shima" (2012) by Yoko Tawada and
"Tonari no fusha™ (1985) by Aritsune Toyota which the common feature
of drawing a future image is regarded from the viewpoint of
eco-criticism about the literature of such post 3+ 11 are chosen as the text
examples. And this research has studied relationship with ecology and
environment, and has carried out to following a writer's literary concern
and the locus of practice around the nuclear power plant.

As a result of considering, "Fushi no shima"™ and "Tonari no fusha"
are contrastive. The necessity that the modern society which enjoys the
benefit of civilization faces an energy policy problem squarely, and
makes decision calmly emerges. Simultaneously, people should cope
with the energy policy problem more clearly, without -catching
"anti-nuclear power plant™ - "nuclear power phase-out” or "nuclear
power plant support” in an alternative attitude as which is opposed to
each other.

Keywords:eco-criticism, 3 -« 11, risk, anti-nuclear power plant,
nuclear power plant support
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