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A study of the test item of unscrambling the mixed-up
sentences in Japanese Language Proficiency N1Test

TI1O SunBun

Kainan University

Abstract

In Taiwan, more and more departments of Japanese language in
University, such as Tamkang University, ask students to meet a
graduation requirement, passing Japanese Language Proficiency N1 Test
(JLPT N1). Accordingly, JLPT N1 test are becoming increasingly
important. Of all test sections in JLPT N1, unscrambling the mixed-up
sentences might be the most challenging one for test takers.

This study collected questions of unscrambling the mix-up sentences
in JLPT N1 tests from 2010 to 2013 to examine the structural or
grammatical relation between all elements in a sentence. The analyses
were based on the valency grammar, and the results indicate that the core
of sentences lies on verbs. For simple sentences, the verbs structurally
determine whether an element is required or optional. For complicate
sentences, the former verbs in the embedded clause must be transformed
to adverbial or nominal form, in order to develop new required element
or optional element which is dominated by the latter verb.

Valence structure tree can clearly illustrates the valency relation
between all elements and all verbs in one sentence. This would surely
benefit the learning effects on answering the questions of unscrambling
mixed-up sentences, and also improve Japanese language teaching and
study.

Keywords: Japanese Language Proficiency Test N1, unscrambling
mixed-up sentences, valency grammar, valence structure tree, valency

relation
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