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A Study on the Source Issue of The “Sangetsuki”

Lai, Yen-hung
Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Japanese, MCU

Abstract

General arguments tend to consider “Sangetsuki” by Atsushi
Nakajima as a tragedy of self-consciousness. There is also another newly
proposed view on the historic significance of the An Lushan Rebellion.

After referencing the three elements, | confirmed the time
background of “Sangetsuki” was set to just before the An Lushan
Rebellion. After further studying the history of the Tang Dynasty, it was
proven that even though An’s intention to rebel was very clear, Emperor
Xuanzong still adopted the excessively tolerant strategy of “killing a fly
only, never beating a tiger”. At that moment, the censorate was the best
choice to apply its functions and beat the ‘tiger’, An Lushan.

Based on the “Analects of Confucius”, Nakajima made up an
“ardent and cautious” person as the leading character, who inevitably
turned into a “tiger”. This character’s intention to go at the investigating
censor with the personality of a hypocrite then is even more obvious.
Nakajima’s repeated “self-mocking” seems to be an implication of
mocking the political situation of “never beating a tiger”.

Based on the structural analysis above, we can see the subject of
“Sangetsuki” should be satirizing the incompetent impeachment power.
The publication of this kind of historical novel on a war footing seems to
be the first to show the common thoughts of the knowledgeable in Japan.
Keywords : “Analects of Confucius”, ardent and cautious, hypocritical,

impeachment, “Zuixingshi”
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