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Exploratory Study on the Teaching of Honorific Expressions

by Effective Use of Expressive Intentions

Ozaki Manabu

Associate Professor, Kainan University

Abstract

This paper aims to describe how to ensure the accuracy in the linkage

from “intentions” to “expressions”. Experimental teaching has been

conducted focusing on the use of “signs” to show speaker’s expressive

intentions. The effectiveness of “signs” has been confirmed through

the following three methods:

1)

2)

3)

“Signs” as confirming as well as inducing tools not only enable the
learner to judge the adequacy of his expressions but can also be used

as materials for objective evaluation by the third party.

The learner, by using expressions based on his expressive intentions,
will become able to explain the nuances in the nature and function of
honorifics by recognizing which expressions to use and which person

to honor in his relationships. This can also be shown objectively.

With a list of base honorifics, the learner can be asked to describe the
honorific target to whom the honorifics refers and choose appropriate
aspects of its nature and function. The learner thus can ascertain
whether his expressions match the characteristics in the list and can

judge the adequacy of his use of honorific expressions.

Key words: Sign (or, Marking) theory, Expressive intentions, Sign

coding, Inducing tools, Confirming tools
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