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Learning Strategies integrated in to Japanese Course Design
to Enhance Oral Performance Ability for Undergraduates
Who Learn Japanese as a Second Foreign Language

Lin, Ying-Hsuan
Adjunct assistant professor National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the effectiveness of a course design
with the purpose of enhancing Japanese JFL learners’ oral performance.
The participants were undergraduates who were taking Japanese as their
second foreign language in National Cheng Kung University in Taiwan.
The study began with the needs analysis and then integrated learning
strategies to achieve the learning objectives of the semester. In addition
to adopting learning strategies from previous studies, this study also
added learners’ opinions into the learning strategies which would better
suits for the learners’ implementation. The instruments used for data
collection included two sets of questionnaires, oral test, feedback sheets
and interview data. The total implementation period lasted for eighteen
weeks. The results of the first set of questionnaire presented that over
ninety percent of participants agree or agree very much that the course
was “interesting”, “challenging”, and “substantial”. Most students chose
to adjust “cognitive strategies” and “metacognitive strategies” shown
from the findings in the other set of questionnaire. As a result, this
research indicated that learners’ oral performance was significantly

improved.

Key words: learning strategies, output, oral performance
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