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On the Japanese Adnominal Adjective Derived from Archaic
Words— “iwayuru” as the Subject of an Exploratory Study
Yang, Chin-chang, Associate Professor
Department of Japanese Language, Literature and Culture

Fu-Jen Catholic University

Abstract

Upon examination of the grammatical categories (parts of speech)
of modern Japanese, it seems to us that adnominal adjectives, compared
with the other grammatical categories, are mostly closely related to
archaic Japanese, and retain their archaic features in the extreme.
Therefore, | aimed to make a study of adnominal adjectives in an attempt
to gain a glimpse of not only the relationship between modern Japanese
and archaic Japanese, but also the actual transformation from archaic
Japanese into modern Japanese of this grammatical category of words.

In this present paper, | deal with an adnominal adjective, namely
“iwayuru” (literary meaning “the so-called”), which can be traced back
up to the Nara period in ancient Japan, as the first step toward
explicating the archaic literary language forms of adnominal adjectives.
In this regard, data of the actual use of “iwayuru” in modern Japanese as
well as the results of a questionnaire survey with students in my
“Japanese archaic literature” class as respondents were employed.
Accordingly, the awareness of the adnominal adjective “iwayuru,” and
the word occurrence, co-occurrence as well as collocation (word’s
connection, word combination, compound word) were taken into
consideration. |1 would be delighted if the research results could make a

contribution to the teaching of Japanese.

Keywords: archaic word, adnominal adjective, grammatical category/part

of speech, “the so-called”, collocation
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