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Japanese Discourse Markers “Tosuruto” and “Datosuruto”:

Word-formation Elements and Communicative Function

Liu, Yi-Ling

Associate Professor, Soochow University, Taiwan

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to clarify the usages of discourse
markers “tosuruto” and ‘“datosuruto”. The results of this study are as
follows:

a. “Tosuruto” and “datosuruto” are used to express the conclusion when
the speaker assumes that the content of the first sentence is true.

b. Both “tosuruto” and “datosuruto” can only be used when the speaker
has no idea if the content of the first sentence requires as the basis of
inference.

c. “Datosuruto” is used to emphasize the conclusion will exit only when
the content of the first sentence is true. On the other hand, tosuruto”
is used to express that the speaker does not show his or her attitude
toward the content of the first sentence.

I also discussed the relation between the function and the

construction of these two discourse markers.

Keywords: inference, conjunction, conditional expression,

Word-formation Elements, communicative function
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