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Kobo Abe's skepticism in the 1950s: The Representation of

Experience in Eastern Europe

Xie, Fang

Doctoral Program, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan

Abstract

This study focuses on the works written by Kobo Abe in the late 1950s,
and clarifies the representation of his skepticism of Japanese Communist
Party through the text analysis. As the Soviet Union expands its
influence on the world in the late 1950s, Abe became to write about the
Soviet Union in his works, especially after the trip to Eastern Europe in
1956.

Abe wrote many essays based on his real experience in Eastern Europe.
These essays suggest the skepticism of Abe to the Japanese Communist
Party. After Abe returned to Japan, the political revolution has occurred
in Poland and Hungary. Abe was inspired by these political events, and
revised the essays which wrote about the experience in Eastern Europe,
and published as a book "Going to Eastern Europe". In this book, Abe
emphasized the necessity of political Repression of the Soviet Union,
and he wrote the importance of energy, brought by the conflict with the
people's resistance. In contrast the Japanese Communist Party denied the
function of conflict, this means there was a confrontation between Abe
and the Japanese Communist Party. This study confirms the
confrontation between Abe and the Japanese Communist Party, and

clarifies the social situation of Japan in the 1950s.

Keywords: Kobo Abe, Experience in Eastern Europe,

Japanese Communist Party, Repression
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