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A Study of the Usage of Ima and Sakki:

How to Express the Meaning of Gangcdi

Chen, Jau-Shin

Associate Professor, National Taiwan University, Taiwan

Abstract

The situations of using gangcai are sometimes expressed by using
ima and sometimes expressed by using sakki. The prior studies explained
the usage of ima or sakki individually, but they did not explain how to
choose between ima or sakki if we want to express the meaning of
gangcai. This paper attempts to find the solution from the context clues.
The findings are shown as follows:

(1) In the context containing both 4ma and sakki, sakki means
“contrast with ima.”

(2) In the context containing either ima or sakki, sakki is used
because of scene-shifting, and if there is no scene-shifting, ima can be

used.

Key-words: ima, sakki, gangcdi, contrast with ima, scene-shifting
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