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Redemption in Kawabata Literature

: The Case of Works Related to the Kanto Earthquake

Huang Tsui-O

Professor,Department of Japanese Literature, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

The Kanto Earthquake of September 1, 1923 was the first major disaster
in the history of earthquake observation that killed more than 100,000
people. In the face of such a disaster, it is easy to imagine how people
were physically and mentally devastated. What is the function of literary
works, which are considered to be the most effective in soothing the
hearts of the disillusioned, at this time? With this question in mind, this
study aims to examine how Yasunari Kawabata recorded the Great Kanto
Earthquake and how he developed "thoughts" that transcended the
suffering caused by such a disaster.

After the earthquake, Yasunari Kawabata described in his work "The
Great Fire" that "the most distressing thing was seeing the bodies of a
mother and child whohad just given birth. However, in May of the
following year, Kawabata published his novel "Moving Lights in the Sky",
which was set in the Asakusa Park refuge after the earthquake. In this
work, there is no trace of shadows in the words and actions of the
protagonists. The theme of this work, which is intended to transcend
misfortune, can be seen as the beginning of Kawabata's major idea in

literature, "the same as everything else, the reincarnation.

Keyword: Yasunari Kawabata, The Great Kanto Earthquake, Redemption,

All thing as one and Reincarnation
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