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A study of Haruki Murakami’s “The Little Green

Monster”: Focusing on the female figures in the novel

Wang Chia-Lin

Associate Professor, Tamkang University

Abstract

Haruki Murakami's short story " The Little Green Monster
" was published in 1991 and later collected in Lexington
Ghosts (1996). Most of the previous studies have focused on
the green monster, emphasizing the violent connotation it
represents. However, I find that there are a lot of masculine
endings in the narrative of the green monster. Therefore, this
paper attempts to analyze the relationship between the green
monster and women and reposition the image of women in the
work from this point of view.

The result is that the seemingly uneventful narrative of the
green monster implies a male-dominated mode of power
operation in the heterosexual relationship. However, unlike the
wife who is dependent on her husband in the first half of the
work, the female protagonist shows her strong personal will
when facing the proposal of the green monster. It may seem
incomplete, but the work reveals the female subjectivity

through the interaction between women and green monster, and

then questions the patriarchal system.

Keywords: Haruki Murakami, female image, " The Little Green

Monster ", Heterosexual Love, paternalistic norm
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