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The World and the Environment in "Blind Willow, Sleeping
Woman" of Haruki Murakami :

Focusing on the Connection of Each Short Story

Yeh, Ling

Associate Professor, Department of Japanese, Tamkang University

Abstract

In the five short stories included in "Blind Willow, Sleeping
Woman", the character of the narrator and the setting of the main
character show diversity. As many previous studies have pointed out,
"story" is related to the internal problems of the mind. On the other hand,
it is thought that the external factors that affect the inner side of the
individual are attributed to the title "Tokyo".

In "Chance Traveler", a universal social environment that transcends

"Tokyo" is depicted. The "natural order" in "Hanalei Bay", is manifested

in "Tokyo," where the protagonist lives. In "Where I'm Likely to Find It

", we see the highly capitalistic society represented by "Tokyo. In "The
Kidney-Shaped Stone That Moves Every Day", we can see a family
environment that surpasses daily life. In "A Shinagawa Monkey", Tokyo,
the underground is seen as a symbol of the depths of the mind.

The external environment presented in each short story is different.
However, through the distant perspective of the third person, the

interaction between the protagonist's inner world and the external

environment is made present.

Keywords: Environment, society, nature, Tokyo, narrator
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