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The Learning Effect of Reading Response Essays as
Assignments in Japanese Composition Classes:

"17+1" week Practical Report

Yokokawa Akira

Lecturer, Department of Japanese Language and Literature,

Providence University

Abstract

Starting from the second semester of the 110th academic
year, Providence University adopted a "17+1" —week semester.
The new semester was one week shorter than the previous 18-
week semester. This research uses the "+1" part of "17+1 week"
as a practical report on the pilot course activities conducted in
the Advanced Japanese Writing class for junior students. The
preliminary research showed that most books students usually
have are textbooks related to the Japanese Language Proficiency
Test (JLPT) or grammar exercises; students are less interested in
other books. According to the observation on the teaching site,
the amount of reading students have done has decreased
significantly after entering the university.

Therefore, in the "+1" week in the 110-2 semester, a reading
assignment is assigned in this writing course. Students need to
read one book and write a report after reading it. This study
explores whether this reading assignment is appropriate for a
writing course. This paper adopts the artificial intelligence text
mining method, conducts a questionnaire survey and interview
analysis of the impact of reading on students' psychological state,
and shows more in-depth reflection on the survey results.

Keywords: Reading, "17+1"-Week, Writing Class, Questionnaire

Survey, Text Mining
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