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Exploring the female image in Haruki Murakami's "
Aeroplane; Or How He Talked to Himself as If Reciting
Poetry " : The Multilayered Nature of Female Silence

Wang, Chia-Lin

Associate Professor, Department of Japanese, Tamkang University

Abstract

Haruki Murakami's 1989 work 'Aeroplane Or How He Talked to
Himself as If Reciting Poetry' signifies a notable shift in his narrative
style by employing a third-person 'he' instead of the previously used 'l.
While earlier research emphasized the portrayal of women as housewives
due to this shift, recent discussions delve into women's confessions and
mother-daughter relationships within the narrative. These discussions
often focus solely on the third-person narrative or women's confessions.
This thesis aims to bridge this gap, comprehensively reevaluating the
depiction of female characters.

The examination results reveal that the third-person narrative and
female confessions depict women's silence not merely as passive and
voluntary submission. Through descriptions in various contexts, the
underlying resistance and emotional complexity behind this silence are
unveiled. In a patriarchal society, women are expected to maintain silence.
This novel depicts a new form of female self- self-expression through the
multilayered nature of female silence. Though not fully mature in
narrative technique, this novel reinterprets overlooked layers of female

silence, embracing an experimental essence.

Keywords: Haruki Murakami, Female Image, " Aeroplane; Or How He
Talked to Himself as If Reciting Poetry ", Female Silence,

Multilayered Nature
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