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Differences between Attributive Modifiers “<Two-character
Kanji> ka+ no + Noun” and Temporary Compounds “<Two-
character Kanji> ka+ Noun” : using “Aging (Koureika)”

and " Delayed Marriage (Bannkonnka )” as an Example

Chern, Jyh-Wen
Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Literature, National

University of Kaohsiung

Chen, I-Pei

Master's student, Department of Japanese, National Chengchi University

Abstract

The study was conducted using BCCW]J. Focusing on “koureika” and
“bannkonnka”, we used sentences with two grammatical forms "two-
character kanji + no + N" and "two -character kanji + N" and further
examined the differences between the two forms. We reached the
following conclusions:

@O We found that “two-character kanji + no + N” and “two-character
kanji + N” are commonly used in written Japanese.

@ In both forms “koureika + no + N” and “koureika + N", the following
nouns are mostly two-character kanji. The following nouns in
"koureika + no + N” are mostly kanji progressive verb s, but in "
koureika + N", regular nouns are more frequently used. If the two-
character kanji is a regular noun, both forms “koureika + no + N” and
“koureika + N” align with Japanese syntactic rules. If the two-
character kanji is a progressive verb form or a non-saturated noun, the
“koureika + no + N” is much preferable.

@ In both forms “koureika + no + N” and “koureika + N”, when the
following noun is a one-character kanji it is often observed that
“koureika + no + N” is followed by a noun that can stand alone such
as a non -saturated noun or a non -finite noun. Nevertheless, the form
“koureika + N” is often followed by a suffix (e.g., rate).

Keywords: Temporary Compound Words, Attributive Modifier s, Two-
character Kanji Compounds, Suffix “ka”, Non-saturated
Nouns
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