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An Investigation of “KUCHI” in the Corpus and “Word List

by Semantic Principles”

Li, Yu-Ching
Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Foreign Languages, Shih

Chien University

Abstract

This paper examines the vocabulary related to “KUCHI” in the
“Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese” (BCCW]J) and
the “Word List by Semantic Principles.” We aim to investigate the reading,
structure, and semantic usage of the vocabulary related to “KUCHI"'” by
selecting examples of the use of “KUCHI'"” from both lists.

As for how to read [[1(KUCHI), Al is the form where the beginning of
the word starts with [1 (KUCHI ~), while the form where the word ends
with 1 (~ KUCHI, ~GUCHI ) is A2; the beginning of the word that
starts with [1 (KOU~) is B1, and the word that ends with [ (~KOU)
is B2; the word pronounced as [[1 ( KU ) is written as C, giving a total of
5 types, namely A1, A2, B1, B2, and C.

As a result of the survey, in terms of vocabulary size for reading, the
order of BCCW]J was ranked A2 > A1 > B2 > Bl > C, and “Word List by
Semantic Principles” was ranked A1 > A2 > B1 > B2 > C. The vocabulary
structure used 28 different forms, in which the forms “(KUCHI, KOU) +
KANNJI' and “KANNIJI + (KUCHI, KOU, KU)” are frequently used.
There are 21 types of semantic usage. The vocabulary related to “speaking”
adopts all 5 types of reading, and the basic meaning of “KUCHI” is also
frequently used. The unique semantic usages include “size,” “fees,”

“medicines,” and “types,” etc.

Keywords: Kuchi, Reading, Vocabulary Structure, Semantic Usage
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