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A Study on Nakamura Seiko's “They Dance”

from his Discussion on Kunikida Doppo

Wang, Yi-yun

Associate Professor, National Taiwan University, Taiwan

Abstract

’

Among Nakamura Seiko's short stories is “They Dance”, which was
published in Taiyo in September 1916. This novel is a Roman a clef
describing his own experience of visiting Kunikida Doppo, a leading
writer of the Meiji era. Although the text does not mention the names of
any real people, it has been regarded as one of the discourses that convey
aspects of the people who gathered at the deathbed of Doppo (including
Tayama Katai, Oguri Fuyo, Mayama Seika, Nakamura Seiko and many
others). This article discusses two matters. First, the peculiarity of They
Dance as a Roman a clef. Second, it argues that They Dance was a novel
that occupied an important position for Seiko’s literary works. In order
to clarify these matters, we take up Seiko's critiques of Doppo around
1934, as well as unintroduced and unpublished drafts in the collection of
the Yamanashi Prefectural Museum of Literature. After considering the
historical background of the time in which each discourse was written,

we hope to discover the literary historical significance of Seiko's

discourses.

Keywords: Nakamura Seiko, Kunikida Doppo, They Dance, Roman a clef,

Research on the Drafts
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