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Examining Narrative Intent through the Shift in
Designation in Akutagawa's Literature :

A Case Study of 'Ryohei' and 'He' in 'The Trolley'

Kuan, Mei-Yen
Professor, Department of Applied Japanese Language

Chang Jung Christian University

Abstract

In the process of his artistic creation, Akutagawa
Ryunosuke consistently considered the presence of the reader,
even asserting that a work of art is only completed when it
incorporates the reader's imagination. It is believed that
because Akutagawa greatly valued the reader, he would
intentionally employ narrative techniques to engage with the
reader during the creation of his work. For example, in
Akutagawa’s short story 'The Trolley', the narrator alternates
between using the name 'Ryodohei', given by the author, and the
third-person pronoun 'He' when referring to characters. With
the interchange between 'Ryodohei' and 'He', the perspective of
the narrator observing the character changes as well. The
readers, following the narrator's perspective, will see the
characters in the same light, thus the author's use of changing
narrative perspective when mentioning characters serves to
modulate the distance between the narrator and the character,
and consequently, the distance between the reader and the
character. This means the perceived distance between the reader
and the character may vary, becoming either closer or more
distant.

This paper aims to analyze the relationship of distance
between Akutagawa's text and the character 'He' in his literary
work 'The Trolley', from the polyphonic perspectives of the
author (as artist) and the reader (as connoisseur).

Keywords: Akutagawa, Trolley, Ryohei, He, Reader's
Consciousness
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