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The 60-Year Development of Japanese Language Education

at Taiwanese Universities in the Postwar Era

Lai, Jiin-chiueh

Professor, Soochow University, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper is a research discussion on the history of Japanese
language education in Taiwan. The article first discusses the trends in the
establishment of Japanese language education in Taiwan's universities,
changes in educational activities, development of research activities,
contributions to related societies, talent cultivation, crises, and then
proposes future topics such as the use of science and technology,
interdisciplinary education based on Japanese, educational content that
takes into account both localization and globalization, the strengthening
of interdisciplinary education, and the importance of cross-border
education and continuing education thinking. After the war, Taiwan began
to establish Japanese language departments in 1963.0Over the past 60 years,
55 Japanese language departments have been established, but as of April
2025, only 39 remain. Although Taiwan faces crises such as the severance
of diplomatic relations with Japan, continuing Japanese education in
universities and high schools, declining birthrate, regional differences,
language policy, and the rise of AIl, Japanese remains one of Taiwan's

important foreign languages because of its close historical with Taiwan.
Keywords: history, Japanese language education at university, Taiwan,

crisis, the rise and fall of Japanese language education in

universities.
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