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Idiomatic Usage of “N % V” Verbal Idioms: A Study Based
on BCCWJ

Wang, Shu-Chin

Professor, Department of Japanese of Chengchi University

Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the idiomatic usage of "N % V" verbal
idioms through a corpus-based investigation and provide useful
information for Japanese language education. Specifically, it has two
research objectives:

(a) To investigate the frequency of "N % V" verbal idioms in the Balanced
Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ).

(b) To describe the idiomatic usage of "N % V" verbal idioms based on
the formal biases of verbs.

Regarding (a), the investigation identifies frequently used "N % V"
verbal idioms. Regarding (b), this paper investigates the verb forms of "N
%Z V" verbal idioms and describes their idiomatic usage based on the
investigation . The results show that idioms with a strong bias of verb
forms tend to co-occur with certain expressions or appear in particular
syntactic positions, suggesting that formal bias is often linked to
idiomatic usage. This study differs from previous research by utilizing a
balanced corpus to accurately quantify the frequency of idioms and
providing a refined list of high-frequency "N % V" verbal idioms.
Furthermore, it partially clarifies the idiomatic usage of "N % V" verbal

idioms by analyzing the biases of verb forms.

Keywords: verbal idioms, BCCW]J, frequency of occurrence, formal bias,

idiomatic usage
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