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Corpus-based analysis of the usage and meaning of the
adjectives "Xi" and the verbs "Xmu" with the same root:

Using "itai" "itamu" as an Example

Lai, Jiin-Chiueh

Professor, Soochow University, Taiwan

Abstract

This study is part of a basic Japanese linguistics study on the adjective
"Xi" and its derived verb "Xmu", which share the same root. For the
lexical study, I collected the word pair "Xi/Xmu" from dictionary and
vocabulary survey list, and then checked its lexical classification and
level in Japanese-Language Proficiency Test. For the grammatical study,
I considered the attributive modifier usage, sentence-final predicate
usage, and case dominance of "Xi/Xmu". Finally, as a case study, I
analyzed the sentence structure and meaning of "itai/itamu." Even though
they share the same root, the adjective "Xi" and its derived verb "Xmu"
can have different lexical classifications and sentence patterns, and their
semantic extension patterns are also different. Therefore, Japanese

language education requires innovative teaching methods.

Keywords: same root, adjective "Xi", derived verb "Xmu", usage,

meaning.
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