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Fumiko Hayashi’s Experience in China: Focus on Travel

Writings

Huang,Tsui O
Part-time Professor, Department of Japanese Language and Literature,

Fu Jen Catholic University
Abstract

Hayashi visited Taiwan in 1930 and later made several trips to mainland
China. In 1937, she reported from Nanjing as a correspondent for the
Mainichi Newspaper, and in 1938 she joined the “Pen Corps” during the
Hankou campaign, publishing works such as My Insect Diary, The
Battlefront, and The Northern Bank Unit. These works often praised
Japanese soldiers while depicting the Chinese coldly, reflecting strong
nationalist sentiment. The fact that she made no mention of the Nanjing
Massacre has remained highly controversial. Previous studies have
attributed this to military censorship, her personal ambition, patriotism,
and the ideology of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, as well
as to her husband’s conscription, fear of national defeat, and her own
childhood poverty. At the same time, her writings reveal a longing for
peaceful life and a sense of impermanence, showing complexity beyond
mere wartime glorification. Moreover, witnessing Western colonial
contempt for Chinese people reinforced her belief in the Co-Prosperity
Sphere. After the war, she expressed self-reflection and criticism of war
in works such as 4 Woman’s Diary, Late Chrysanthemum, and Floating
Clouds. Thus, Fumiko Hayashi was not only a wartime collaborator but

also a multifaceted figure marked by contradictions and complexity.

Keywords: Fumiko Hayashi, View of China, The Battlefront, The

Northern Bank Unit, Pen Corp
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