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A Research of Taiwanese-Japanese writer, — Li
Kotomi’s The Night of the Shining North Star
Exploring the “Inner Estrangement” Emotions of
LGBTQ+ Communities from a Community Perspective

Hsieh, Hui-Chen
Associate Professor, Department of Japanese Language,

Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages
Abstract

This study will take Li Kotomi's award-winning work, The
Night of the Shining North Star (Chikumashobo, 2020), as its
analytical subject, focusing on the literary world constructed
with the lesbian bar "Polaris" in Tokyo's Shinjuku 2-chome—
acclaimed as "Asia's largest LGBTQ+ town"—as its stage.

First, this study employs a community studies approach,
utilizing three perspectives — the “relational dimension,”

b

“institutional dimension,” and “symbolic dimension” — to analyze
the accumulated historical meanings of the fictional space
“Polaris” and the positioning of sexual minority communities in
East Asia.

Second, drawing upon Gender/Sexual Diversity Theory, the
study elucidates the resonances generated by the categorization
of diverse identities within sexual minorities, as well as the
violence accompanying the process of labeling.

Furthermore, drawing on Queer Theory that foregrounds the
politics of difference, this research elucidates the mechanisms
through which internal contradictions generate “nairi” (internal
estrangement), while also examining the “plural-form” self-
strategies that sexual minorities may develop to navigate both

conflict and the effects of inner estrangement.

Keywords: Community Studies; Gender/Sexual Diversity Theory;
Queer Theory; Inner Estrangement (nairi); Plural-
form
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