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A Study on Disagreement Expression and Intercultural
Communication among Japanese, American, and Chinese

University Students in Democracy Discussions

Wu, Yueh-Hua
Associate Professor, Department of Applied Japanese,

National Kaohsiung University of Hospitality and Tourism

Abstract

This study examines disagreement expression and cultural thinking
patterns among Japanese, American, and Chinese university students in
democracy discussions. Analyzing 18 students' discussions from NHK's
"Justice" program using qualitative content analysis, the research
revealed distinct cultural strategies. Japanese students expressed dissent
while maintaining harmony through principle-based refutation and
multifaceted evaluation. American students emphasized individual rights,
procedural safeguards, and government transparency, affirming
disagreement as a democratic strength. Chinese students prioritized
substantial outcomes and national sovereignty, proposing China's unique
democratic model. These differences reflect each country's historical
experiences and political culture. Despite apparent conflicts, all students
shared the goal of "realizing good governance." This study contributes to
understanding how cultural backgrounds influence discussion styles and
provides insights for promoting mutual understanding in international

dialogue.
Keywords: Disagreement expression, Democracy, Japan-US-China

comparison, international discussion, Cross-cultural

Communication
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